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News from the Chair
Dear Members of the Somerset Guild of Weavers, Spinners & Dyers,
It seems like ages since our last meeting in July and I am sure you have all had a
busy time during July and August. I am not sure if it's because my husband is a
caretaker at the local secondary school and he has been painting and getting the
school ready for Autumn term but I am feeling very back to schoolish. I found the
first Daddy Long Legs flapping around inside the house this week, a sure indication
that the summer is ending. Mind you we have had such a wet summer it will not be
long mourned.
I hope those of you who went away managed to find some good weather and an
opportunity to relax. We went to West Wales and I visited the Welsh Wool Museum
near Newcastle Emlyn. It was a very interesting couple of hours. They start the
machinery up and walk through the manufacturing processes. Well worth a visit if
you are in the Cardigan Bay area. I could not leave without buying a beautiful
traditional red flannel shawl, one more to add to the collection!
Our next competition is weaving and the theme is “Thick and Thin”. This will be in
October so you still have time to create a masterpiece. John Arbon will be judging
the entries. We also have some interesting speakers lined up starting with Val and
David Bryant with “Spinning Through Time” in September.
I am afraid we were contacted by a manufacturer who informed the committee that a
Guild member made a telephone call and was indiscreet about another one of our
members. It is not necessary or appropriate to go into details here. I need to inform
members that, if by word or deed they bring the Guild into disrepute, their
membership will be discontinued. This was a very upsetting occurrence and I
sincerely hope I do not have to mention anything of this kind again.
To close on a lighter note I am making the most of the September evenings and
enjoying these last few warmer days, washing jam jars and starting to think about
jams and jellies. Spinning practice is much needed too but fitting it all in is the trick.

Jan Newton
Chairman
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Guild Committee 2012
There were a number of changes to the Guild Committee at the AGM in May 2012.
We do want to encourage members to approach Committee members and let them
know of any ideas or views that would support and improve the way we do things so
here is a list of who is on the Committee and the role they take:
Jan Newton: Chair
Caroline Murray-Gourlay: Treasurer
Norma Sanders: Programme /Fleece Fair
Anita Richards: Website
Jenifer Ferguson: Membership Secretary
Brenda Hamblin: Meet and Greet Officer

Helen Cridland: Deputy Chair
Janet Maher: Secretary
Emma Gowing: Raffle/support Norma
Marilyn Biggs: Teas
Pat Ackroyd: Commercial British Fibre
Talitha Clarke: Education Officer

Please feel free to talk to any of the Committee members with your views.

Guild Competitions
Dyeing Competition 2012
The dyeing competition this year had a theme of “ The Somerset Countryside” with
members using photographs to match dyes and fibres. Our President, John Arbon,
judged the competition.

The competition was won by
Julia Jones for her colourful
and beautifully spun yarn.
John presented Julia with the
trophy at the July meeting

Weaving Competition 2012
There is still time for members to prepare something for the competition at the
October meeting. The theme for the competition is “Thick and thin”. Do have a go –
you do not need to be an experienced weaver to enter the competition and the more
entries we have, the better.

Competitions 2013
If you have any ideas for the themes for Guild Competitions for next year, please let
us know. There are three competitions: spinning, weaving and dyeing.
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Fleece Fair 2012
The Fleece Fair was well attended as always. We had a wide variety of fleeces for
sale as well as stalls selling prepared tops and yarns. This is the day when Guild
members need the equivalent of chastity belts on their purses, as the temptation is
so great! Most of us go home with far more than we intended to buy.

The day was successful for recruitment and we
signed up four new members plus an old
member re-joined.
The newly fitted kitchen made a big difference to
serving food and drinks. Helen Cridland did a
sterling job in organising the kitchen, supported
by a host of Guild members throughout the day.

Carol Mellish and Margaret
Knight spent time showing
members and visitors what to
look for when buying a fleece and
how to sort it out for spinning.
There was also a lot of interest in
the demonstrations given by
Guild members.

There were a variety of spinning wheels,
including Tracy Miles with her Great
Wheel. There were two weaving looms
and Ann Machin demonstrated carding of
different types.
The quality time spent showing skills and
talking to visitors is often what influences
them to join the Guild.
The Fleece Fair is an important source of revenue for the Guild and we raised over
£500 through commission from sellers, food and drink and entrance fees.
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Members Day 21st July 2012
Members Day is an opportunity for the exchange of knowledge, ideas and tips with
each other. Newer members can find out where to learn more or ask those questions
about craft issues that you cannot find answers for in books. Experienced members,
always wanting to refine skills, pick up tips from each other. Small groups get
together to talk through topics. On 21st July we had five topics led by Guild members.
Members rotated around the groups. There was a real buzz in the room.
As well as learning about knitting from a silk hankie with Carol Mellish, Tracy Miles
offered ‘have a go’ on the Great Wheel, Marilyn Biggs did wild carding and Amanda
Hannaford showed techniques of supported drop spindle and making Dorset buttons.
There will be another opportunity for this informal sharing at the November Guild
Meeting. The Guild Committee will be asking members what questions/topics they
would like covered and from experienced members what they can offer for this day.
Please give any ideas to Norma Sanders or Janet Maher.

Library Update
The library is a valuable and well-used resource for members. As we have more new
members, there is a great interest in books and journals. We need your support to
keep the library running as smoothly as possible. There are two ways you can help
us:
•

Moving the books to and from the lock-up:
The books are moved on a trolley and we need volunteers who can regularly
help with this task. We know that some people have back trouble that rules them
out. The library is open for all meetings with the exception of AGM day, Fleece
Fair and if we have a workshop day that takes up the space. Books are brought
out at 10.15 am and are put away at 1.15 pm before Guest Speakers. If you can
help, please let Miranda know.

•

Borrowing and returning books:
We know that members want to be helpful when borrowing and returning books.
Unfortunately, this can mean that we cannot always read the writing in the
record book and the book/journal titles are not entered correctly. From
September we ask you to be patient. Only the library helpers will fill in
details of books borrowed in the record book and also for those returned. We are
beginning an audit of the books and journals to bring records up to date.

Thank you for your support.
Miranda Hewitt
Guild Librarian
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Transport for Members
We know that getting to Guild Meetings can be problematic for some of our
members. Some people do not drive or can no longer drive and there are occasions
of ill health when a lift would enable people to attend meetings.
We would like to know of any members who would come to meetings if they had
some support with transport. We would also like to know if there are people who
would be prepared to give lifts to members who come from their area.
We can provide membership lists for you to find out who lives near to you. If you
would like to help and do not know how, please contact any of the Guild Committee
and they will facilitate contacts with other members.

November Soup and Bread Lunch
For the November Guild Meeting we plan to have a lunch of soup and bread that we
can all share as well as raise some money for Guild coffers. We need volunteers to
bring soup and bread.
In the past we have had some wonderful homemade soup and bread brought in by
members. If anyone has the time and wants to make either soup or bread, we would
appreciate your efforts greatly. Given that many of us are busy people, we also
welcome wholesome shop bought contributions.
If you are able to volunteer, please let us know what you can bring. There will be a
form on the entrance table at the Guild Meetings on 15th September and 19th
October.
Many Thanks.

Guild Visits and Demonstrations
Glastonbury Wool Festival
The third Festival at Glastonbury was held over two days this year. The theme was
everything about British fibre: from sheep and alpaca to fleece to finished products.
As before, the Festival started with a sheep and alpaca run down the High Street but
they were thwarted in their attempt to go into Boots the Chemist this time, much to
the chagrin of the crowd and the shop keepers.
At the Town Hall there were many stalls selling a wide variety of fibres and fibre
related goods. There were sheep dog trials, shearing and fleece handling on the Tor.
On Saturday there was a Fashion Show in the tithe barn at the Rural Life Museum
showing garments made from 100% British grown and produced fibre. Ben Mears,
Senior Designer at Jaeger compered the Fashion Show. Many of the garments
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shown were made by Guild members. All of the models were volunteers and four
were Guild members!

Some examples of garments made by Guild members
Saturday was rounded off with a Mutton Roast and Clog Dancing at the Museum
On Sunday, an old medieval law was invoked that everyone had to cover their heads
with a hat made from wool. There were some rare and extravagant examples of hats
on display
Fifteen Guild members supported the Festival over the two days in all aspects of the
event. The weather was perfect and a good time was had by all.

Rural Life Museum Demonstrations
Two great days were spent at the Rural Life Museum in Glastonbury. Lots of visitors
passed through asking a whole range of questions about spinning. Both children and
adults were keen to know what we were doing and how the wheels worked. On the
25th August we sat in the art gallery amongst some beautiful paintings by a very
talented artist, which made for a very pleasant day. Everything is so relaxed and
peaceful at the museum the day always seems to pass too quickly. If any of you
ladies are interested in joining in next summer just let me know at guild meeting
days.
Thanks
Anita Richards

For Sale
For Sale: Manx and Wenslydale Fleece
Sue Gotting, a lady who lives in Somerton has Manx ewes and a Wenslydale ram.
Therefore, she has both pure Manx & some Manx x Wenslydale fleeces - interesting!
The fleeces are nice & clean.
If anyone is interested, please contact her direct:
Phone: 01458 274180
Email: sue.j.hamilton@googlemail.com
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For Sale: Quality Alpaca Fleece
From £18 per fleece in white, black and light fawn. Both Hucaya and Suris breeds.
Both adult and baby fleece available. Melburyvale Farm, Shaftesbury, Dorset.
Phone: 01747 850773
www.melburyvaleco.co.uk

For Sale: Drum Carder and Weaving Accessories
The drum carder is a “Barnet” in very good condition (over £300 new now).
Also weaving accessories – weaving shuttles (including a couple of boat shuttles)
and stretchers
£150 for the lot. Please contact Mrs M Garland on 01278 662604

Coming to the October Meeting
In October Janet Phillips is coming to talk to the Guild for Quantock Weavers Day.
Janet is an accomplished weaver and teacher. She has written with the following
message for her talk:
“I am writing to ask you to brief members in advance of my talk as I want members to
bring things along to the meeting.
My talk will be about colour and colour mixing. I am going to make it hands on getting members to do card winds showing how colours change when adjacent to
each other, and making colour wheels. I think it will be of interest to spinners as well
as weavers. They are blending colours of fibres ready for spinning.
I would ask everyone to bring a basket of coloured yarns from their stash. They
should also bring a pair of scissors and some double-sided Sellotape. I will bring
cards for them to wind onto. It would also be of interest if members brought items
they had woven or yarn spun illustrating colours they felt worked or did not work. I
will be bringing fabrics to discuss as well”.
Sounds like an interesting day!
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Programme 2012
Meetings begin at 10.30am at
Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall
Talks begin at 1.45pm

21st January
The House of Hemp
Jane Pasquill

16th June
Fleece Fair

18th February
Farming in the Blackdowns with
Gotland Sheep
David and Lyn Barlow
Committee Meeting

21st July
Members Day
Committee meeting
Fork Lunch

17th March
Fibres around the World
Tania Alcock
21st April
My work with Felt
Yuli Somme
Committee Meeting
19th May
AGM
Historic Knits
Joyce Meader
Dye Competition
Fork Lunch

15th September
Spinning through Time
Val and David Bryant
Committee Meeting
20th October
Quantock Weavers Day
Using colour in your craft
Janet Philips
Weaving Competition:
‘Thick and thin’
17th November
Skills Day
Committee Meeting
Soup and Bread
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