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Hello Members, 
  
 
Welcome to Spring, let's hope we can leave floods and other natural disasters behind 
us and focus on sunshine, spinning, weaving and dyeing.  Although, I did hear 
some wag has written on one of the signs as you approach Somerset , "twinned with 
Atlantis". Poor taste I know for all the poor people who have lost homes and 
possessions but I have to say it made me smile. 
 
For those who were able to attend the January AGM, thank you so much for 
participating and helping the meeting go with a swing. We were able to complete the 
business and move into a lovely meeting with a fascinating speaker, Isabella Whitworth.  
New committee members were proposed and voted in and I am happy to welcome 
Lesley Took and Jacqui Giles to the team.  Caroline Murray-Gourlay was re-elected as 
Treasurer, Janet Maher Secretary and myself as Chairperson for another year, and 
then I really will step back. 
 
February continued to be wet, and to follow the theme we had Jennie Loader speak to 
us about her work wet felting and some of us did a workshop with her the following day.  
There will be a fuller report of this with photographs of our felt masterpieces later in the 
Newsletter.  It was really great to have some time to devote to work I have not done for 
a long time and it has reignited my love affair with felt. 
 
Please remember we do have two bursaries available for people if they wish to go and 
study a new aspect of our craft and then come back and show the membership. There 
were no requests last year so we are vey keen to offer it this year.  We are also having 
novice sections for all the competition categories, so if you have only been doing 
something for a short time, less than two years do please enter.  The competitions will 
be: Dyeing in September, Spinning in October and Weaving in November and the 
subject or theme is holidays. 
 
We continue into 2014 with a broad spectrum of talks, demonstrations and workshops 
in response from the feedback we got from consultation with members last year.  Do 
please let us know if you have ideas for speakers or activities.  Janet Maher is 
organising a trip to John Arbon's new workshop in the near future and there are still 
places available. Please let Janet or myself know if you are interested. I also need to 
remind you that John is having a Spring Clean Sale 29th and 30th March. Please see 
the flyer at the end of the Newsletter. 
 
It is with great sadness that we have had to say goodbye to Colin Bowie who died very 
unexpectedly in February, our condolences and kind wishes go to Jennie. 
 
 
 
 
Jan Newton 
Chairperson 

Message from the Chair 
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News from the Guild AGM 
 

 
We held our AGM on 18th January, the first time for the revised date. Attendance was 
as high as at previous AGMs with 36 members attending. Papers had been posted to 
all members well in advance of the meeting and those that could not attend took the 
opportunity to send or email their votes. 
 
Significant voting majorities supported the two proposals on the agenda. The proposals 
concerned subscriptions and postal costs for the Guild newsletter. Both proposals were 
to be implemented with immediate effect. The changes are: 
 
 The annual and meeting subs will be amalgamated. Revised subscriptions are: 
     Full membership is £24, payable in one or two instalments. 
     Postal membership is now £10 
     Visitor charge per meeting is £3 
 
We have been asked about the rules for visitors attending meetings. The visitor rate is 
designed for the occasional visit or for people deciding whether to join. Historically,  
no-one has attended the Guild more than twice in any calendar year as a visitor. The 
committee has set two visits as the maximum for attending as a visitor; thereafter, 
people will have to join the Guild as a full or postal member. Visitors are not entitled to 
vote at the AGM and cannot use the library facilities.  
 
 
 Guild Newsletters will be posted to members for a cost of £10 per year (covers cost 

of the postage) 
 
In terms of elections to the Guild Committee, the current serving officers were re-
elected unanimously: Jan Newton as Chairperson, Caroline Murray-Gourlay as 
Treasurer and Janet Maher as Secretary. 
 
There were changes to the Committee with new ordinary members elected. The 
ordinary members are: 
 
Helen Cridland    Willow Iredale 
Marilyn Biggs    Sophie Fovargue 
Brenda Hamblin   Jackie Giles 
Sue Coates    Lesley Took 
Talitha Clarke 
 
All Committee members welcome ideas and suggestions from the membership. Please 
feel free to talk to any of those listed above. 
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Guild Competitions 

. 
 
Winners of the Spinning and Weaving Competitions 2013 
 
The theme for both competitions was “three of a kind” and was widely interpreted with 
entries using colour, texture and different types of fibre to represent the theme. 
 

                            
 
Carol Mellish being awarded the trophy for the weaving competition. Carol had woven a 
beautiful silk scarf in an echo weave pattern using silk in three colours. 
 
  

      
 
 
Brenda Hamblin being given the award for the spinning competition by John Arbon, our 
President. Brenda had spun yarn in complementary colours echoing the plumage of 
three sea birds. 
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Spinning and Weaving Competitions 2014 
 
We have some exciting news about the Guild dyeing, spinning and weaving 
competitions. From this year we are introducing a Novice Section to all three 
competitions. There will be a separate trophy in each field for entries from members 
with two years or less experience in that craft area. We know that members new to a 
craft area can feel overwhelmed putting their work alongside that of experienced 
members. We hope to encourage more members to participate. 
 
As we anticipate a larger number of entries for each competition, we are also revising 
the dates of all three. We will hold the competitions in three consecutive months after 
the holiday season: 
 
September: Dyeing Competition (natural dyes more available at this time) 
October: Spinning Competition 
November: Weaving Competition 
 
The theme for all three competitions in both ‘Novice’ and ‘Improver and Beyond’  
sections will be ‘Holidays’. As always, this is open to wide interpretation. 
 
Please enter! 
 

 
December Meeting 

 
We have been told many times that the gap between our last meeting in November and 
the January meeting of the following year feels much too long. Traditionally we have not 
had a meeting in December because the third Saturday is too close up to Christmas for 
many. 
 
Taking account of feedback we have looked at other possibilities. This year we are 
going to put a meeting in on 6th December. The meeting will have no speaker and will 
be a purely social event. We will ask anyone attending to bring a plate of something 
and we will have a shared lunch. This is an opportunity to talk about projects, catch up 
with each other and generally relax together. 
 
We would also like to hold a Secret Santa Stash Swop. The principle will be the same 
as the usual Secret Santa where we all bring an anonymous gift. In this case we are 
asking people to bring a bag of stash. This could be fibre, yarn or equipment. For fibre 
and yarn we think an amount of around 100 grams is appropriate and equipment would 
be to a similar value, things like bobbins, spindles, yarn measures, needles etc. We 
hope that everyone will contribute a nice bag, not just get rid of those mistakes we all 
make in our purchases. 
 
This is a trial event. If enough members come along and the format seems to work, we 
will put the meeting as a regular part of the Guild calendar. If you have any thoughts 
about the format or anything else you would like to see, please contact one of the 
Committee members. 
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Tea and Coffee Rota 
 

This is the rota for the rest of the year. There will be additional help in the kitchen on 
Fleece Fair Day. If you cannot fulfil your turn, please make arrangements for someone 
else to be there. Please let Janet (Guild Secretary) know of any changes. 
 
 
April      Helen Cridland & Jackie Giles 
 
May      Sue Coates & Brenda Lawrence 
 
June      Linda Dommett & Norma Sanders 
 
July      Joan Mabbott & Jenifer Ferguson 
 
September     Sue Hamblin & Debby Hills 
 
October     Willow Iredale & Patricia Ilsley 
 
November     Julia Jones & Margaret Knight 

 
Guild Christmas Craft Fair 

 
This was the first time the Guild had put on an event where all kinds of artisans came 
together to sell their creations. We had 19 stalls, half of which were run by Guild 
members. The feedback was that the quality of the sale items was high. Some of our 
members showed the other talents they had in the fields of jewellery making, painting 
and soap making. 

Although the weather was dreadful and we clashed with the Taunton Street Fair, we 
had 60 visitors through the door. After the hall charge and adverts were paid, the Guild 
made £135. From the commission taken we know that £1300 worth of goods was sold 
on the day. As always, there were lessons to learn. We were sufficiently confident to 
look at running another event this year! 
 

News of Members 
 

Colin Bowie:  With great sadness we heard that Colin had passed away suddenly 
on Sunday 16th February. Although a member for less than a year, Colin made an 
impact with his willingness to help with any task. Our thoughts are with Jennie. 

Eileen Chadwick: We wanted to let members know that Eileen has moved into a 
nursing home. Longer-term members will remember her contribution not only to the 
Guild but also to the wider worlds of spinning and weaving. A skilled craftswoman and a 
collaborator of Theo Moorman, Eileen is a Life Member of the Guild.  

Jim Doust: Jim has been suffering from ill health for some time. As a consequence, 
neither he nor Ellen can get to Guild meetings. They are happy to see old colleagues  – 
please phone first. 
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The Colour Purple: Isabella Whitworth 
18th January 2014 

 
 

 
This fascinating talk was all about the historical use of lichens to derive the dye colour 
purple. The lichen in question (which can be pronounced correctly as liken or lichen) is 
the orchil – now very rare and a protected species. Lichens are studied in the field of 
mycology (fungus). 
 
Isabella derived a lot of information when she was asked to look at a collection in a 
friend’s attic in Devon. The collection turned out to be archives of an industrial dye 
manufacturer from the early 19th century through to just a few years ago. Isabella 
recognised the unique picture of a company doing natural dyes before synthetic dyes 
were created and has worked to preserve the archive. 
 
She set the context by giving background about the historical use of orchil. A dye 
ranging from pink/red through to purple could be obtained by crushing orchil into an 
ammonia and water mix – stale urine was commonly the liquid used. There were some 
interesting facts about lichens: 
 

 A lichen is a cross between an algae and a fungus and not all produce dye 
 They do not need soil to grow 
 They grow very slowly and live a long time 
 Cultivation is almost impossible 
 They are sensitive to environmental pollution yet can thrive in some extreme 

environments 
 Lichen, sensitive to changes in pH, is the source of litmus paper 

 
Orchil is a specific lichen. Orchil dyes are fugitive in nature, that is they fade on 
exposure to the ultra violet component of sunlight. Historically, the colour purple was 
derived from two main sources – shellfish giving murex, the imperial purple of the 
Romans, and orchil. The shellfish were very rare and only small amounts of dye were 
obtained (hence it being reserved for only royalty or emperors). Orchil was used to 
over-dye the shellfish purple in combination with indigo and cochineal. 
 
In 1766, Cuthbert Gordon produced powdered orchil in Scotland. This was so over 
harvested by dye companies that orchil supplies ran out. Orchil was still used up to 
1930’s. It is now illegal to collect it in the UK. The lichen was finally saved by the 
synthesis of the chemical mauvine by Henry Perkin in the late 19th century. 
 
Isabella has been involved in a number of preservation projects aimed at learning more 
about orchil dyeing, the rate of fade of the dye and how to preserve colour. She has 
worked at Hampton Court on a box pleat tapestry where the purple had decayed in 
areas. She was also involved in the Purple Parchment Project looking at the dyed used 
and how to reproduce the purple. Orchil paste made streaks on parchment and may 
have been mixed with another medium like eggs to give it hold. 
 
Isabella found examples of cotton dyed with Leeds Tyrian Purple in the archive from 
Devon. The archive now has a home at Leeds University with some samples going to 
Kew. She said the orchil story was a lesson in sustainable living: “The frog does not 
drink the pond in which it lives”. Early rural dyers on the Faroe Islands knew this and 
restricted the picking and using of orchil.  
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Wet Felting – Talk and Workshop Jennie Loader 
15th &16th February 2014 

 
The talk by Jennie was extremely informative and even those amongst us who had 
done wet felting before learned something new. She explained that all wool would felt, 
some types easier than others. The resulting felt has different textures depending on 
the fleece and the preparation. Merino is by far the easiest to felt. Blue-faced Leicester 
and Shetland also felt well. 
 
Jennie showed the rug pictured on the front cover of the Newsletter that was made from 
Shetland wool. She had put cotton muslin in the middle of the layers to give more 
strength and stability. 

 
 
 

 
 

Pictures and shapes can be made by laying 
strips of fibre onto a felt base and felting them. 
Pre-felt can also be used on a background 
and re-felted to give sharper edges and 
shapes. 
 
Other fibres can be added to felt such as silk 
and synthetics. They can be trapped into the 
felt with a little piece of wool. Machine stitching 
can be added to embellish pieces and define 
edges. Beads, and threads can be used for 
surface embellishment covered by silk chiffon 
or scrim. 
 

Jennie finished her talk with a demonstration of creating nuno felt. Jennie brought along 
some beautiful pieces of felt to show us the possibilities. We all went away enthused to go 
home and try out wet felting. 
 

Jennie went on to talk about cobweb felting 
where the fibres are teased out very thinly 
before felting. Lattice structures can be 
produced or holes put into the felt. She also 
showed us how layers could be used to put 
in ‘cut backs’ allowing under layers to show 
through. 
 
She showed how a resist could be used to 
make 3D felted objects. Jennie uses 
laminate floor underlay as the resist as this is 
cheap and works well.  The resist allows the 
felt to be formed into slippers, bags and 
vessels. Designs can be sculpted on the 
insides and outsides of articles.  
Lastly Jennie covered nuno felting where 
open weave textile is incorporated with wool. 
Muslin and silk are most commonly used. 
These fabrics do not shrink hence the 
ruching that occurs in nuno. 

 



 10 

A few lucky members had booked a practical day with Jennie the next day. The 
feedback from the day was very positive. All the participants made a 3D vessel, the 
examples shown below. 
 

 
 
 
Participants enjoying the day and holding their creations 
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Courses and Workshops 

  
Three Day Dye, London Guild Summer School with Janet 
Phillips 
 
To be held at Janet’s workshop in Nether Stowey 20 – 22 July 2014.  
 
£150 for the three days. Daily 10.00 am – 4.00pm 
 
The workshop will cover: 
• Introduction to dyes and dyeing 
• Shibori dyeing silk scarves using steam-fixed silk dyes. 
• Introduction to wax resist on silk using steam-fixed dyes 
 
For further details and booking form see Guild website (£100 deposit required) 
 
Learn to Spin Workshop 
 
To be held at Alston Hall, Longridge, Preston on 3rd  May 2014 11.00am – 4.00pm run 
by Carol and Pete Leonard. £44 
 
For people wanting to refresh their spinning skills, maybe learn a new trick or two or just 
spend the day spinning.  New spinners will leave having spun and plyed their own yarn. 
	  
No equipment is required, though you are welcome to bring your own wheel, spindles 
and the fibre project on which you are working.  We’ll have a wheel or two and 
numerous spindles for you to try and a range of fibres to spin, for which there will be a 
small charge. 
  
Above all, we aim for everyone to have fun.  We get a great deal of pleasure from 
spinning and would like others to do the same. 
 
More information at: http://www.alstonhall.com/courses/category.php?id=5492 
http://spindlers2.com/index.htm 

 
Future Dates for Diaries 

 
 
Wonderwool Wales: Royal Welsh Showground Saturday 25th-Sunday 26th April 2014 
 
Woolfest: Cockermouth Cumbria Friday 27th-Saturday 28th June 2014 
 
Association Conference/AGM 2014: “Reaching Out” in Manchester 24th – 27th April 
2014 
 
National Exhibition 2014:  “Yarns in the Cathedral” in Norwich (see Association 
website for details) 
 
Killerton House: The Nature of Fashion, Costume Exhibition. Daily April – Oct 
11.00am – 3.00p 
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For Sale 
 
 

Louet Kombo 40cms 4-shaft Loom 
 

This is a lovely portable loom with accessories (stick 
shuttles and pattern book). Great for someone 
starting out on multi-shaft looms. 
 
Asking Price: £200 
 
Contact Ellen Doust on 01278 683748 
 
 

 
Peg Loom  
 
This is a 24 inch loom with 12 inch extension. 
 
Asking price: £25 
 
Contact Ellen Doust on 01278 683748 
 
 
Ashford 60 cms Rigid Heddle Loom with 7.5dpi Heddle and 
Stand 
 
This is an unused gift so is as new.                    
Would cost £217 to buy.                                                                                                 
Asking Price: £130 
 
Contact Jennie Bowie on 07950 021999 or 
jenniebowie3@uwclub.net 
 
 
 
 
 
Hedgehog Standard Drum Carder 
 
Standard drum (72 point) plus doffer  
and secondary brush 
 
Asking price: £130 
 
Contact Janet Maher on 01823 481373 or  
07703829068 or  
janet.s.maher@btinternet.com 
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Local Sales of Interest 
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Programme 2014 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Meetings begin at 10.30am at 
Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall 

Talks begin at 1.45pm 
 
 
 

 
 
 
18th  January  
AGM 11.00am 
Hunting Purple: Leeds Treasures 
Isabella Whitworth 
 
15th &16th February  
15th Wet Felting Talk  
Jennie Loader 
16th Workshop: Felting 3D Forms 
8 places £40 
Committee Meeting 
 
15th March 
15th Wingham Wool Sampling 
Workshop 
 
19th April 
Knitted Comforts for your Soldier 
Joyce Meader 
Soup and Bread Lunch 
 
17th & 18th May 
17th Weavers Bazaar: Talk on 
History of Tapestry Weaving 
18th Workshop: Introduction to 
Tapestry Weaving 
Numbers and price to be confirmed 
Committee Meeting 
 
20th June 
Fleece Fair  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
19th July 
Textile Collection at Taunton Museum 
Estelle Guilbert 
Note: This session and September may 
be reversed 
 
20th September 
Skills Day: Making PMC Silver 
Pendants 
Tamsyn Amber 
Dyeing Competition 
Committee Meeting 
 
18th October 
Natural Dyes and Fibres 
Teresina Roberts 
Spinning Cometition 
 
15th November 
P & M Woolcraft 
Members open sales day –bring 
unwanted textiles/goods/fibres for sale 
Committee Meeting 
Soup and Bread Lunch 
Weaving Competition 
 
6th December 
Social Event  
Shared lunch and Secret Santa 


