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Message from the Chair

Hello Members,

I hope you have all been able to enjoy the lovely weather we have had this summer and
you are now looking forward to entering the competitions coming up over the next few
months, starting with the Dyeing competition this month.
I would like to thank those who have represented the Guild at various festivals and
events over the summer. I had a great time at the Bristol Wool Fair really well
supported by Yvette Jones, a new member to us in Somerset but a long time member
of the Kennet Guild. Talitha also joined us and was demonstrating backstrap weaving
whilst Yvette was spinning. The crowd were very interested in all aspects of wool and
fibre and we chatted to lots of very interesting and interested people. Over all I believe
the event was a success and Sarah and David will start planning next years event this
week. I think this could become a regular and very popular event for the South West.
The Committee will be meeting this month and I understand Talitha has next years
program planned and ready to go to print. We will of course continue to plan events
and workshops on your behalf. If you have any ideas do please pass them to a
committee member and we will do our best to organise it.
I read an article the other day about New Year resolutions and it made the point that the
1st of September is also a good date to make a resolution to stick to as it coincides so
well with the beginning of school and college terms. So, my resolution was to try to
finish some of those UFOs (unfinished objects) this autumn. However this was not in
the forefront of my mind when I bought some patterns and yarns at the Wool Fair. I
also need to tidy my workroom to make it into a useable space again so busy, busy,
busy as usual.
I wish you all well with your competition entries and your UFOs and autumn sorting.

Jan Newton
Chairperson
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National Exhibition 2016
As you all know, the Guild is a member of the Association of Guilds. They provide our
indemnity insurance as part of this membership, oversee the Certificate of Achievement
and arrange many events to promote sharing across Guilds and to educate the public.
The Association has organised the Guilds into Regional Groups. We are part of the
Region that encompasses the whole of the South West from Cornwall up to Avon and
across to Wiltshire, Dorset and Kennet Valley. There are 16 Guilds and Groups in our
Region.
Organisation for the Summer Schools, AGM and National Exhibitions is now done
through the Regional Groups. The South West Region is commissioned to organise the
National Exhibition for 2016. A co-ordinating committee comprising representatives
from each Guild has been meeting to progress planning. One of the first decisions was
to find and agree a venue to hold the exhibition. From a shortlist of four, we came down
to two possibilities: Seale Hayne in Devon and Cotehele, just over the Tamar in
Cornwall. After lots of discussion, and a long list of necessary criteria to fulfil, we went
with Cotehele, a lovely Tudor house.
The co-ordinating committee has set up a number of sub-committees to continue the
planning work. We will meet regularly over the next 18 months. As always what we
really need is volunteers to support the work. There are all sorts of things to do and
much can be done locally to our own Guilds. We will need lots of volunteers to steward
at the actual event, which will be held in September 2016. The exhibition will be located
in a number of rooms so we will need a steward in each room for security and to
answer queries about our craft. Stewards can also demonstrate.
If you would to be involved please contact Janet, Guild Secretary. Janet is on the coordinating committee supported by Paddy Bakker who has a wealth of experience in
organising these kinds of events. It is a good place to spend a couple of days holiday,
as there is lots to see and lots of accommodation locally. Please offer to help.
Janet Maher

Spinning and Weaving Competitions 2014
This is a reminder that the spinning and weaving competitions will take place at our
next two meetings.
October:
November:

Spinning Competition
Weaving Competition

As announced earlier in the year, we are introducing a Novice Section to all
competitions. There will be a separate trophy in each field for entries from members
with two years or less experience in that craft area. We know that members new to a
craft area can feel overwhelmed putting their work alongside that of experienced
members. We hope to encourage more members to participate.
The theme for all three competitions in both ‘Novice’ and ‘Improver and Beyond’
sections will be ‘Holidays’. As always, this is open to wide interpretation.
Please enter!
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Tea and Coffee Rota
The new tea rota for 2015 will be published in the November Newsletter. If you cannot
fulfil your turn, please make arrangements for someone else to be there. Please let
Janet (Guild Secretary) know of any changes.
This is the rota for the remainder of this
year.
September

Sue Hamblin & Debby Hills

October

Willow Iredale & Patricia Ilsley

November

Julia Jones & Margaret Knight

Association Calendars 2015
Orders are now being taken for the Association Calendar 2015. This year one of our
members, Marilyn Biggs has a photo of her work in the calendar.
Calendars are £4.50 each for individual copies. If we buy 5 or more the price drops to
£4.00. There will also be a small fee for postage and the more we order the less each
person pays.
Please give your order and money for calendars to Janet Maher by the October
meeting at the latest.

Courses and Workshops
Summer School 2015
The details of the Summer School for 2015 are now available. It will be held at
Moreton Morrell Campus of Warwickshire College 16th – 23rd August 2015.
If you are interested, the Association website has lots of details about the venue and
the courses being run. You can also contact Janet Maher, Guild Secretary, who has a
brochure you can see and application forms.
The Association of Guilds offers bursaries up to 75%. You can download an application
form online or ask Janet.
There are also two Guild bursaries of £50 available to help with costs. Bursaries are
given on the basis that a case for learning benefit can be made and that any skills
learned are brought back to the Guild and shared on a skills day.
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Fleece Fair 2014
The weather was a scorcher for the Fleece Fair this year, not something I ever
remember. The downside was that people do not think of coming to buy fleece when
the temperature is touching 80º. We had more stalls than ever selling fleece, fibre and
yarn (19 stalls) but fewer buyers.

Disappointingly, only 26
Guild members turned up
and they were the ones
doing a support role
demonstrating, running
stalls or in the kitchen.
However, we covered our
costs plus a bit more and
the stallholders enjoyed
the day catching up with
each other, even if they
did not sell as much as
usual.

The demonstrators having fun
in the billiard room showing
visitors what we do whilst the
photo of the main hall shows
what a lot of fleece there was
on the day
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Guild Demonstrations
The Guild was very busy over the summer with demonstrations at a wide variety of
events despite not doing the usual input at Glastonbury Rural Museum, which has been
closed for renovation this year. We went to Wedmore Street Fair, Festival of Transport,
Heavy Horse Day and Bristol Wool Fair.
As always, there was a lot of interest in our work and we were able to recruit a few new
members. However, we do need more members to come along to demonstrate at
events with the public. It tends to be the same faces at all the events. The level of skill
is not important as people who are interested in joining us like to see that there
members at all levels of skill and experience.
The Festival of transport was well attended with Marilyn and sister, Carol, Pat, Jackie
and Janet there on the Saturday, and Marilyn and sister, Debbie and Pat there on
Sunday.

Brenda and Marilyn at Wedmore Street Fair

Jan, Yvette and Talitha at
Bristol Wool Fair
Debbie, Pat and Helen went to the Heavy
Horseshow, which started blustery and
threatening rain. Sure enough, shortly after
arrival there was a short sharp shower with
accompanying fierce wind, which tried to
demolish the gazebo. With a little help from
the ground staff, armed with sturdy pegs and
lengths of baling twine, they were able to
save it from blowing away, but it was the
beginning of the end for the poor thing!

They did lots of spinning, talked to lots of people about the Guild and what we were up
to. Pat’s beautiful shawls were much admired as always, and the other display items
received compliments. We were lucky with our pitch, which was facing one of the rings,
so there was a good view of the fabulous horses and some of the vintage carts and
farm equipment on show. By the end of the afternoon, after several more hefty gusts of
wind, the gazebo was not taken down so much as demolished!
The Bristol Wool Fair was a new event this year pioneered by Sarah from the Spinning
Weal in Clevedon. Avon, Gloucestershire, Gwent and ourselves showed what the
Guilds do. Over 4,000 people attended during the three days and they were genuinely
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interested in the work of Guilds. We gave information to many people. Visitors also
came to buy stuff. Most of the Guild stalls sold items even with the wealth of goodies
available in the trade tents. This is an event it would be good to support again – it can
only grow. Jan, Yvette and Talitha did a sterling job representing the Guild over the
three days. If we go next year, it would be great to have more volunteers from the Guild

Future Dates for Diaries
The Knitting & Stitching Show:
Alexandra Palace London 8th – 12th October 2014
Harrogate International Centre 20th – 23rd November 2014
See website for more details and prices: www.theknittingandstitchingshow.com

Spinning Wheels Made to Order
Double treadle spinning
wheels available to order
£350
Loosely based on the
Majacraft Suzie Pro, these
wheels have been made with
economy in mind. They come
with a standard flyer, which
will accept Ashford bobbins.
Three bobbins are included.

A larger flyer, to take Ashford Jumbo bobbins is also available to order.
Wheel and whorl can be painted the colour of your choice (most colours can be
obtained or mixed to requirements).
Sturdily made, by hand, from pine and English oak, with the wheel and whorl from
painted and lacquered MDF. Mechanical parts made from stainless steel.
Also available: Ashford style bobbins, standard and jumbo sizes
Other bobbins reproduced following pattern or photo with accurate measurements.
Spinning wheel repairs on all makes.
Lazy Kates in various styles, drop spindles, niddy noddys, and other accessories.
Contact: Helen Cridland via Guild meetings to try one out
Tel: 01460 57345
Email: helenxyz@talktalk.net
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For Sale

Little London Spinners Spinning
Wheel £60
Double band suitable for flax and fine wool
spinning
Full working order complete with three bobbins.
Contact:

Margaret Knight
3, The Beacon
Ilminster
TA19 9AH
Tel: 01460 54498

**************************************************************************************************

Ashford Professional Electronic Spinner

£200

Quiet direct drive flyer with
infinitely variable speed so
suitable for all skill levels.
Hand controls allow easy
on\off operation and change
of speed/direction. Small and
portable.

Contact: Please contact Janet Maher, Secretary to the Guild if you are interested
secretary@somersetguildwsd.org.uk
Mobile:07703 829068
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Frank Herring Spinning Wheel £90 (new £285)

This is a weighted wheel with a 3-speed pulley. Can be either Scotch tension or double
band. Comes with three large bobbins.
Wheel diameter: 48cms
Orifice: 12.5 mms

Scottish Antique Wheel £120

Spins fine thread and has double band.
Comes with one bobbin.
Wheel diameter: 64cms
Height: 94cms
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Frank Herring Spinning Wheel £70

The wheel has a jumbo flyer (with one
bobbin), single band drive and Scotch
tension.
Frank Herring no longer makes this
wheel.
Ht: 100cms
Wheel diameter 36cms

Le Clerc 4 Shaft Loom ‘Dorothy’ £150 (new £628)

Loom folds up neatly as shown in photo. The metal heddles are in good shape but the
reed is rusty so a new one is required.
Weaving width: 41cms
Loom overall width: 51cms
Depth: 51cms
For all four of the above items please contact: Barbara Spicer
Tel: 01278	
  691264	
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Programme 2014
Meetings begin at 10.30am at
Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall
Talks begin at 1.45pm

18th January
AGM 11.00am
Hunting Purple: Leeds Treasures
Isabella Whitworth
15th &16th February
15th Wet Felting Talk
Jennie Loader
16th Workshop: Felting 3D Forms
8 places £40
Committee Meeting
15th March
15th Wingham Wool Sampling
Workshop
19th April
Knitted Comforts for your Soldier
Joyce Meader
Soup and Bread Lunch
17th & 18th May
17th Weavers Bazaar: Talk on
History of Tapestry Weaving
18th Workshop: Introduction to
Tapestry Weaving
Numbers and price to be confirmed
Committee Meeting
21st June
Fleece Fair

19th July
Skills Day: Making PMC Silver
Pendants
Tamsyn Simmonds
Also other skills sharing
20th September
Textile Collection at Taunton Museum
Estelle Guilbert
Dyeing Competition
Committee Meeting
18th October
Natural Dyes and Fibres
Teresina Roberts
Spinning Cometition
15th November
P & M Woolcraft
Members open sales day –bring
unwanted textiles/goods/fibres for sale
Committee Meeting
Soup and Bread Lunch
Weaving Competition
6th December
Social Event
Shared lunch and Secret Santa
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