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Message from the Chair

Hello Members,
As you read this newsletter I will be in (hopefully) sunny Glasgow at the National
Exhibition. You will see later on the lovely entries the Guild has in the exhibition. This
year will be very different to Killerton as the exhibition will be housed in large open space
at Strathclyde University – I will be interested to see the effect this has on the ambience
of the exhibition. Next time in 2020, the exhibition will be in an old cotton-spinning mill in
Lancashire – also a different and interesting place.
When writing this piece for the last Newsletter in March, we were facing freezing rain and
snow – a horrible winter all round. Now I am almost begging for rain. Having invested
lots of time and love in growing vegetable and dye plant seeds, I am spending hours
watering to make sure my little plants do not wither. Nothing is ever quite right with the
British weather for us!
Sadly we could not have the Debbie Tomkies workshop due to the snow and you know
that there was a mix-up on dates with the Liberty Curator. I think we used the time
effectively though as we have a lot of new Members and I was able to bring everyone up
to speed on the history of the Guild and how the Guild benefits from being in the
Association of Guilds. We also had the time to give out some questionnaires about how
we do things at the Guild and follow with discussions on some of the recurring themes
that came back.
The consequence is that we have a great list of ideas for speakers in the future as well
as topics for our annual Skills Day. Two very practical ideas came out, one covered later
on in the Show and Share item. The other was to have a white board available at all
times where Members could ask questions and seek help. Someone who has the
answers can put their name next to the query for the questioner to seek out. Given that
we were still there at 3.00pm discussing ideas, I think the day was productive. Let me
know if you have any views on this.
I wish everyone a great summer – be it knitting on the beach or showing how to drop
spindle on a plane (both of which our members have done)!
Janet Maher
Chairperson
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Tea and Coffee Rota 2018
The tea rota for 2018 is below. If you cannot fulfil your turn, please make arrangements
for someone else to be there. Please let Caroline Maltby know of any changes.
Date

10.15 – 12.00

12.00 – 1.45

July

Caroline Maltby
Pam Mitchell

Chris Wright
Yvette Jones

September

Sue Fenton
Heather Rabbage

Sophie Fovargue
Diane Colthorpe

October

Marilyn Biggs
Brenda Hamblin

Chris Rice
Lesley Hill

November

Lorna Ferguson
Kate Whyte

Hilary Tudgee
Christine Edmunds

National Exhibition 2018
The Guild surpassed the previous number of entries to the Selected section with fifteen
entries, more than we have managed for some time. I am delighted to report that six of
the entries were selected.
From my on perspective, I thought more of the fifteen would have been selected but I
acknowledge I am biased. I will be visiting the exhibition in Glasgow so will report back to
the Guild at the September meting.
The theme for the Open section most definitely did not appeal to Guild members this
time. As it is the 150th Birthday of Rennie Mackintosh, the topic for the Open section
was a piece of jewellery, a là Mackintosh, mounted on a piece of black card. Whereas
last year, we had fifteen entries to this section, this year we had only two. Most people
said they found the concept a challenge. I will be interested to see how many Guilds
entered the Open section and how many entries they put in. I will let you know.
In the meantime, do browse the items chosen for the Selected section – they are all
superb!
Janet Maher
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National Exhibition Selected items

Top: Both tapestries by
Hilary Tudgee
Middle: Waistcoat by
Rosemary Warren, skein
by Sarah Basham and
shawl by Patricia Ilsley
Bottom: Cushions by Pam
Mitchell
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Horse Hair - The John Boyd Story: John Miners
21st April 2018

John Miners began his talk with a brief outline of his textile career. He had worked in
textiles for many years at Courtaulds in Halstead, Essex. His father had also worked at
Courtaulds and his family lived in a house owned by Courtaulds. After ‘O’ Levels John
decided not to go to college but got work at the Courtaulds Mill. In 1989 he took
voluntary redundancy and moved into interior textiles and sourcing suppliers for historic
houses. His consultancy of small projects included John Boyd Textiles in Castle Cary.
History: Castle Cary takes part of its name from a nearby stream. In the 14th century
there was a flourishing woollen industry: a cloth known as cauri-maury was made there.
Later on fine Spanish medley cloth was made.
By 1700 Castle Cary was one of the main cloth making towns of the area. As the wool
trade declined at the end of the century, the weavers became linen weavers. The flax
mills made webbing, twine etc. In 1831 Thomas Matthews opened a horse hair business.
John Boyd started by selling linen and collecting fabric from weavers own homes. In
1837 he set up his own horse hair business, employing 30 hair weavers. In 1851 John
Boyd employed children, women and men and also built his first factory. In 1871, 153
horse hair workers were employed and he had taken over a mill in Bruton.
In 1833 the Government passed a Factory Act to improve conditions for children working
in factories. This banned children from working if they were under 9yrs old. It also limited
the hours they could work to 9hrs per day for 9-13 yr olds and 12 hrs for 13 – 18yr olds.
Other legislation was brought in 1844, 1847 and 1867, further limiting the number of
hours worked.
In 1877 John Boyd installed mechanical pickers on the looms, which replaced the need
for a child to be employed. This was invented by William Henderson and patented in
1872. In 1883 the business became a limited company.
John Boyd died in 1890. He had become an important and philanthropic townsman,
building houses for his workers. There was also a link in the John Boyd story to the
Macmillan Cancer Support charity. (Douglas Macmillan, founder of the charity, lived at
the old John Boyd factory in Upper High Street, Castle Cary.)
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The company continued alongside other horsehair manufacturers, including Laycocks
who made railway carriages; John Frasers – hair seating and hatters; Edward Webb &
Sons in Worcester– horsehair carpets, stuffing cloth and crinolines. However, demand
starts to fall after 1918 and by 1930, less horse hair is available locally and it has to be
bought from brokers who obtain horse hair from Mongolia. As other companies fail, John
Boyd Textiles keeps going by making interlinings, handbags for Comtesse in 1940s and
the antiques trade. John Boyd Textiles Ltd is one of the last surviving horsehair weavers
in the world.
The Process: 3 types of hair are used. White – the most expensive, 70cm long, making
22’’ wide fabric; Black horsehair and Grey horsehair, which is a mixture of brown hair –
both make fabric which is 65cm / 26’’ wide. The hair is cut from living horses, it takes
about 4yrs for a tail to grow back. A horse has 7/8 tails in its lifetime. 4 brokers are used
and the hair comes from Mongolia.
The tails are dyed using chemical dyes in traditional vats by ‘Duncan the Dyer’. A hackle
is used to remove the short hairs and knots. One hair is picked out at a time, so it is very
labour intensive. A section warping machine is used. 3m of fabric/day is made. 2 tails are
used – thick end and thin end up. The fabric is pressed using an old cider press, with
heat and pressure applied using hot cast iron plates.
How the fabric is used: Many of the old
designs and colours are still used today, with
even the same pattern numbers. The fabric
continues to be used for handbags. A Decorex
exhibition in 2000 attracted new designers,
showing how fabric could be used on walls and
lampshades. The same design used by Edwin
Lutyens on a Napolean chair is still being
made, as is a blue/black check used by
Charles Rennie Mackintosh.
Commissions include items for the Royal
Opera House in Amsterdam; Metropolitan
Museum in NY; Bath Pump Room chairs;
Home House – Courtaulds Institute;
Intercontinental Hotel – Park Lane; Ochre and
even shoes – by Marcus Schurr a designer for
Vivienne Westward.
The fabric sells from prices of £180/m
upwards! It is extremely durable (John showed
us a black chair cover from 1880 that still
looked hardly used)
John Miners concluded his talk by saying what a remarkable survivor John Boyd Textiles
is. About a dozen people are employed today, with many young people employed. The
company leases the factory. It managed to fight off a housing application as the
machinery part of the building is also listed in the Grade 2 listing.
John brought along many horse-hair fabrics for us to look at and handle. The reaction by
most was how hard they were but some amazing colours. He did say they would never
wear out.
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Samples of horse-hair fabrics
Jacky Calderbank

Show and Share for the Autumn
For those of you who attended the May Guild meeting, you will recall that we talked
about a number of ways of promoting communication between members and supporting
learning for newer members. One aspect of this was how to make asking questions and
sharing our mishaps as well as our successes easier.
A number of Guilds have a Show and Tell table at some meetings. In the past this has
not worked very well at our Guild with few people bringing along items to share. The
discussion focussed on making this kind of activity less on the “Tell” as a lot of people
feel uncomfortable putting themselves in the centre of a discussion, and more on how to
make it easier to share questions about skills, share the errors we make and what we
learn from them.
We agreed to go for a “Show and Share” table at the September meeting where people
could bring along items where they had made some significant learning or where things
did not go so well as well as be able to ask questions without standing up and talking.
We would like members to bring along items with a little note that others can read about
the trials, tribulations and successes in the making. There will also be a white board
where people can ask for support or ask questions without putting a name. When a
Member who can help reads the question, they will put their name next to it and the
questioner can approach them without having to stand up.
We already have some Members who have agreed to bring along items to the
September meeting so please feel free to bring something along. The Show and Share
will supplement the Guild competitions and the Chairperson Challenge as a way of
offering another alternative to learn.
Janet Maher
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Fleece Fair
th

16 June 2018

Another successful Fleece Fair was held on a perfect day for fleece buying – grey but
not wet. We had 14 different types of fleece available as well as Mandacrafts and John
Arbon with their lovely fibres and an equipment stall.
There were over 180 people at the fair including 60 Guild Members, a record for a
Fleece Fair.
The day started early with people arriving from 8.30am to buy fleece. Visitors kept
coming all day until we closed up at 2.00pm.
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The fair is made successful by the efforts of Guild volunteers and very great thanks go to
the members who helped on stalls, in the kitchen and in the car park. Also thanks to
those who made food to sell – what a variety.
Our demonstrators were kept busy showing their skills all day. Above you can see just
three of them - there were more than ten overall. We always get new Guild members
following the Fleece Fair largely because our demonstrators and stall-holders are so
friendly and helpful.

The hall full of stands and buyers. Also two of our
stall holders: Jo Woodland with her mohair and John
Arbon with lots of glorious fibre of all kinds.

Janet Maher
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Guild Competitions 2018
The theme for Guild Competitions in 2018 will be “Rainforest”. As always people can
interpret the theme in any way they like. The competition dates are:
Dyeing:
Spinning:
Weaving:

September Meeting
October Meeting
November Meeting

Please do enter, all skill levels wanted. There is a Novice section for each competition as
well as an Improver Section. Novice is anyone with three years or less experience in the
craft.
For the Dyeing competition we wish to encourage Members who use natural dyes as
well as those who use synthetic. We will have the usual Novice/Improver tables except
we will separate the natural dyeing entries from the synthetic so that the judges can see
the inherent beauty and skill involved in each.
Janet Maher

Dates for your diaries
Workshops

Fun with Acid Dyes: Amanda Hannaford
Date: Saturday 18th August 2018
Details of this workshop have been circulated to members. Places are limited. There is
one place left. Please let Janet know if you are interested. Cost: £20

Cord Spinning or Tassel Making Workshop: Anna Crutchley
Date: Sunday 21st October 2018
Details will be made available at the September meeting and circulated out to members.
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For Sale
Ashford Traveller Spinning Wheel: £250

There are some bobbins with the wheel and a niddynoddy for £5
If interested in any of the items, please contact Kim Harmon on email:
kim.harman@btinternet.com

Ashford Traditional Spinning Wheel X 2: £250 each
There are two wheels like the one in the
photo, single treadle.
They come with bobbins, Lazy Kate and
hand carders.
If interested please contact Sarah Stone
on
01935 829047 or email:
geoffsdairy@icloud.com
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The items below are available in return for donations to St
Margaret’s Hospice

Indian Spinner

Inkle Loom

Please contact Tony Smith if interested on:
Email: tonysmith@phonecoop.coop
Phone: 01460 74236
Buyer to collect

There is also a collection of various boat shuttles, reeds and
bobbins that will be available to view at the September Guild
Meeting
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Programme 2018
Meetings begin at 10.30am at
Hatch Beauchamp Village Hall
Talks begin at 1.45pm

20th January
The Journey of a Feltmaker
Jill Benton
AGM 11.00am
Chairperson Challenge: “Rare breed
sheep”
17th February
Skills Day
Committee Meeting
17th March: Cancelled now 2019
My Life in Dyeing
Debbie Tomkies
DT Crafts Sales
18th March: Cancelled now 2019
Workshop in using natural dye extracts
Debbie Tomkies
21st April
Horse Hair – the John Boyd story
John Miners
19th May: Postponed to 2019
The Art of Liberty
Anna Buruma, Liberty Head Archivist
Committee Meeting
16th June
Fleece Fair
Craft demonstrations

21st July: Postponed to 2019
The Bronze Age Fabrics of Must Farm
Dr Susanna Harris, University of
Glasgow
18th August
Fun with acid dyes: Workshop
Amanda Hannaford
15th September
Stitch-led design in knitting
Alison Ellen
Dyeing competition
Committee meeting
20th October
Passementerie
Anna Crutchley
Spinning competition
21st October
Cord spinning or tassel making
workshop
Anna Crutchley
17th November
Fleece to yarn
John Arbon
Weaving Competition
Committee meeting
Soup and bread lunch
15th December
Social event
Shared lunch and Secret Santa
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